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Safety. Quality of  Life. Economic Development.

Representative Kuster Votes to Bolster Nation’s Transportation 
Infrastructure, Bring Critical Projects to New Hampshire

On July 1, the U.S. House passed a $715 billion infrastructure 
plan, called the INVEST in America Act. Representative 
Annie Kuster, a member of the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, voted in favor of the plan. This legislation includes 
critical investments in our nation’s infrastructure to bolster local 
projects — like roads, bridges, and highways — as well as to 
minimize the impact of climate change.

 
“We have the opportunity to bolster our nation’s infrastructure, 
make bold investments in our communities, and take purposeful, 
strategic steps to ensure future generations have the 
transportation systems in place to thrive,” said Rep. Kuster. “The 
INVEST in America Act passed by the House today will create 
jobs and put us on the path to build back better from COVID-19 
in New Hampshire and across the country while making

meaningful changes to preserve our environment. I’m thrilled my bipartisan legislation, the Invest 
in American Railroads Act, was included in this bill, along with funding for 17 projects across New 
Hampshire’s Second District, and I urge the Senate to pass this measure to preserve American 
infrastructure as the global standard.”

The INVEST in America Act:
• Reauthorizes critical transportation programs, including the federal-aid highway program, transit 
programs, highway safety, and rail programs, to keep America moving;
• Addresses climate change by making critical investments in electrifying America’s transportation 
sector, our nation’s largest source of carbon emissions;
• Invests $109 billion in updating America’s passenger and freight rail systems;
• Revises Buy America procurement requirements for highways, mass transit, and rail to support 
American industry;
• Establishes a rebuild rural bridges program to improve the safety and state of bridges in rural 
communities, like redline bridges in New Hampshire; and
• Implements new safety requirements across all transportation modes.

 
To read the press release in full on Rep. Kuster’s website, click here.

https://kuster.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3745


A recent survey by HCSS and the Associated General 
Contractors (AGC) of America showed that sixty percent of 
highway construction firms experienced cars crashing into 
their work zones over the past year, putting workers and 
motorists at risk. The alarming results prompted officials to 
urge motorists to slow down and remain alert while passing 
though work zones this summer. 

“The men and women of the construction industry are 
frequently working just a few feet, and sometimes inches, 
away from speeding vehicles,” said Ken Simonson, AGC’s 
chief economist. “Too often, drivers who are distracted, 
speeding and/or under-the-influence crash into those work zones, putting workers and themselves at risk of serious 
harm and death.”

The survey also showed:
• 30% reported 5 or more crashes involving motor vehicles inn work zones over the last 12 months
• 3% reported a construction worker fatality as a result of these crashes
• 5% reported a driver or passenger fatality as a result of these crashes

Additionally, 78% of participating firms said that highway work zones are a greater risk now than they were 
a decade ago. Eighty-eight percent cited cell phones as a reason for these accidents, as well as speed and 
traffic conditions. The survey showed that these crashes also interrupted construction work and delayed projects. 
Participants overwhelmingly agreed a greater police presence at work zone sites would help deter injuries and 
fatalities, as well as stricter laws against cellphone usage and distracted driving. 

A SAFER ROAD TO TOMORROW July 2021

2

Sixty Percent of  Highway Construction Firms Reported Cars Crashing 
into Their Workzone Over the Past Year 

Colorado Governor Signs $5.4 Billion Transportation Bill Backed by New Fees

On June 17, Colorado Governor Jared Polis signed a $5.4 billion transportation bill that will build out the state’s 
roads and bridges, create more electric vehicle charging stations, boost mass transit, and mitigate air pollution in 
problem areas. The plan will be phased in over a period of ten years and allow the funding stream of road use 
fees to continue to flow into the state highway fund in perpetuity with an index for inflation,  providing sustainable 
funding for decades to come.

The package includes: 
• A road usage fee that would increase annually over 10 years to maximum of 8 cents
• 3.5 cents per prearranged ride in a zero-emission vehicle and 7.5 cents for every other vehicle
• 5.3 cents for each delivery to support a fund to transition government fleets to electric vehicles
• Raising the $50 registration fee for electric vehicles with an index that makes EVs equitable to what 
combustion vehicles pay
• Indexing the current $2 fee per day on vehicle rentals to inflation, exempting car-sharing programs
• Changing the Statewide Bridge Enterprise to the Statewide Bridge and Tunnel Enterprise, and authorizing 
its board to impose a fee on diesel and retail deliveries

http://survey
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TRIP Releases Two Reports Pushing for Transportation Infrastructure Funding

TRIP, a national transportation research nonprofit, has 
released two new reports in its continuing effort to 
push for adequately funded surface transportation in 
the country. On June 22, TRIP released its “America’s 
Interstate Highway System at 65: Meeting America’s 
Transportation Needs with a Reliable, Safe & Well-
Maintained National Highway Network” report. The 
report looks at the Interstate system’s use, condition and 
benefits, and actions required to restore and upgrade 
the Interstate system. The report’s release generated 
more than 100 TV and radio broadcasts and 50 print 
and internet news site articles. Click here to view the full 
report. 

On May 26, at the start of the summer travel season, 
TRIP released a report examining the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on vehicle travel, commuting, daily 
trips, e-commerce, congestion and future travel trends. 
The report finds U.S. vehicle travel has rebounded to 
near pre-pandemic levels, and vehicle travel in 15 
states has exceeded pre-COVID-19 levels. Along 
with the news coverage surrounding release of our 
national reports, TRIP has been cited in the national 
news and by politicians. Click here to see the 2021 TRIP 
Program Report for examples of news and social media 
generated so far this year. 

https://tripnet.org/reports/americas-interstate-highway-system-at-65-june-2021/
https://tripnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/TRIP_Program_Report_July_2021.pdf


To learn more about the coalition and its partners, visit saferoadsnh.com. 

Safer Roads Partners: 
Associated General Contractors 

of New Hampshire
AGC of NH is a non-profit trade organization of general contractors, 

subcontractors, & industry professionals dedicated to improving 
industry standards.

NH Good Roads Association
NHGR is a non-profit trade organization established to encourage 

the development of a safe, efficient & environmentally sound highway 
transportation system.

Safety & Health Council 
of Northern New England

The Council’s mission is to educate and promote safety & health 
policies that prevent & mitigate human economic losses arising from 

unintended causes.

NH Association of Chiefs of Police
The Association secures a close relationship among commanding 

officers all over the state to encourage a cooperative relationship 
among all police officials.

NH Lodging & Restaurant Association
The Association is a non-partisan organization to promote, protect, & 
educate the food service and lodging industries & to ensure positive 

business growth for members.

Business & Industry Association
The Association is NH’s leading business trade association. It 

advocates for business interests with state and federal legislators and 
regulators.

http://saferoadsnh.com

