
On March 3, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) released its comprehensive assessment 
of America’s infrastructure for 2021. The assessment, released every four years, grades the country’s 
infrastructure across 17 different categories, including roads and bridges. The grades reflect condition, 
resiliency, funding needs, and capacity. In addition to grading each category of infrastructure, the 
“report card” offers recommendations on ways to improve each area. The 2021 ASCE report card 
gives U.S. infrastructure an overall grade of C-. According to the group, this is the first time in 20 years 
the grade has been above the D range.

Roads - D
While the overall grade was slightly higher this year, America’s roads once again received a D grade. 
The report states, “America’s roads are critical for moving an ever-increasing number of people and 
goods. However, these vital lifelines are frequently underfunded, and over 40% of the system is now in 
poor or mediocre condition. As the backlog of rehabilitation needs grows, motorists are forced to pay 
over $1,000 every year in wasted time and fuel.” ASCE points out that traffic congestion is increasing 
across the country each year, and roads conditions continue to deteriorate. Additionally, pedestrian 
deaths are on the rise nationwide, with a 60% increase in deaths in 2019 compared to the previous ten 
years. Roadway design in rural areas are likely to blame in the uptick in pedestrian deaths. 

The report also addresses the disparity in road conditions. “Of note, the vast majority of roads in poor 
and mediocre condition tend to be on urban and rural collectors and the non-interstate system, while the 
interstate system tends to be in good condition.” It goes on to explain the $786 billion backlog in road 
and bridge capital needs, stating, “The bulk of the backlog ($435 billion) is in repairing existing roads, 
while $125 billion is needed for bridge repair, $120 billion for targeted system expansion, and $105 
billion for targeted system enhancement (which includes safety enhancements, operational improvements, 
and environmental projects).” ASCE estimates that the U.S. will have to increase spending levels by 29% 
to address current and future backlogs. 
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President Joe Biden is expected to announce a multi-trillion dollar 
plan to address U.S. infrastructure problems in the coming months. As 
proposed on his website, the “Build Back Better Plan” aims to make 
the country’s infastructure more equitable and competitive. Biden has 
long been pro-union and pro-environmentalism, and the plan will likely 
focus on more stringent climate change regulations, job creation, and 
racial equality. He has also vowed to improve public transit, incluing 
rail and bus lines.

Once released, Biden’s website says the plan will “Create millions 
of good, union jobs rebuilding America’s crumbling infrastructure 
– from roads and bridges to green spaces and water systems to 
electricity grids and universal broadband – to lay a new foundation 
for sustainable growth, compete in the global economy, withstand the 
impacts of climate change, and improve public health, including access 

to clean air and clean water.”

The plan is anticipated to be unveiled sometime in the spring or summer, following the $1.9 trillion relief bill. 

What to Expect from President Biden’s Upcoming Infrastructure Plan
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Bridges - C 
America’s bridges fared slightly better in the report, receiving 
an overal grade of C. According to ASCE, 7.5% of the nation’s 
bridges are considered structurally deficient, or in “poor” 
conditon. “At the current rate of improvement, it is estimated to 
take more than 50 years, stretching to the year 2071, to repair 
all of these bridges.” 

One of the main challenges in repairing and maintaining bridges 
across the country is the varying rage of needs in different 
states. “For example,” the report explains, “in 2019, the 
percentage of structurally deficient bridges ranged from 1% in 
Nevada to 22% in Rhode Island.” The group also emphasizes the 
need for federal investment in road and bridge repair.

Other categories graded in the report include transit (D-), rail (B), energy (C-), and schools (D+). Download the 
ASCE’s full 2021 Report Card HERE.

“Report Card” continued from page 1

http://Build Back Better Plan
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/National_IRC_2021-report.pdf
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While proposals for alternatives to the gas tax may be on hold in New Hampshire, U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg has been pushing for a federal fee for vehicle miles traveled (VMT) to address highway funding. 
In early January, the former mayor of South Bend, IN unveiled a comprehensive transportation plan that would 
include a VMT program. He also voiced his support of shifting to a VMT system in place of raising the gas tax 
during his confirmation hearing on January 21. 

Buttigieg’s plan would invovle working with states, cities and local governments to build sustainable infrastructure 
that builds “opportunity, equity, and empowerment.” The plan would also focus on transit, passenger rail, and the 
environment. He recommended injecting $165 billion into the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) to help keep it subsidized 
through 2029. 

Like many state highway funds, the federal HTF has been teetering on the edge of insolvency for years. The fund 
has historically leaned on revenue from fuel taxes, but as vehicles have become more efficient and hybrid and 
electric cars have grown in popularity, this method is no longer a sustainable way to meet the needs of our country’s 
roadways. 

Fees based on VMT or road usage are gaining support across the US, with about a dozen states now studying the 
benefits of shifting to a VMT system. The drawback is that such systems can be considered invasive and require 
lengthy and costly pilot programs. The Biden Administration has come out against raising the national gas tax, 
leaving VMT fees the next most realistic option. 

Over the past several years, New Hampshire has seen a number of different pieces of legislation attempting to 
introduce new annual fees for road usage or vehicle miles traveled. These efforts have yet to make it all the way 
through the legislature.

Newly Confirmed U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg Pushes for 
Federal Road Usage Fees

While some states explore vehicle miles traveled fee systems, the state of 
Minnesota has found its own way to address the issue of electric vehicle owners 
not paying their share in fuel taxes: an electric fuel tax. A new bill proposed in the 
state’s legislature would designate utilities and charging networks as “electric fuel 
dealers” and charge a fee of 5.1 cents per kilowatt hours for owners of electric 
vehicles. If passed, the bill would make Minnesota the first state to tax electricity 
used to charge electric cars. Electric fuel taxes at the pump would be one way 
to sidestep the controversy over whether to raise the gas tax, which is politically 
challenging and appears to be off the table for the Biden administration.

3

New Minnesota Bill Would Introduce “Electric Fuel” Tax
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2018 
Totals

2019 
Totals

Fatal Motor Vehicle Crashes Same Period 
Last Year

2020 
To Date

134 90 Crashes for January 1, 2020 to 
December 27, 2020

88 96

147 101 All Persons Killed 99 102
83 47 Operators Killed 47 47
1 0 16 &17 Year-Old Operators Killed 0 1
13 16 71+ Year-Old Operators Killed 14 13
19 13 Adult Occupants Killed 13 13
4 1 Child (<18) Occupants Killed 1 0
11 10 Adult Pedestrians Killed 8 15
0 0 Child (<18) Pedestrians Killed 0 0
14 7 Fatal Involving Commercial Vehicles 5 5
2 0 Commercial Vehicle Operators Killed 0 1
1 0 Commercial Vehicle Passengers Killed 0 0
27 27 Motorcycle Operators Killed 27 21
1 3 Motorcycle Passengers Killed 3 4
0 0 Moped Operators Killed 0 0
0 0 OHRV Operators Killed 0 0
2 0 Adult Bicyclists Killed 0 1
0 0 Child (<18) Bicyclists Killed 0 1
0 0 Snowmobile Operators Killed 0 0

New Hampshire 2020 Year-End Motor Vehicle Fatalities Report

The New Hampshire Department of Safety Division of Motor Vehicles has released its 2020 year-end report on 
motor vehicle fatalities in the state. The report, dated December 28, 2020, shows overall motor vehicle crashes 
increased by 8 compared to last year. Both motor vehicle fatalities and pedestrian fatalities rose slightly over 
the course of the year. Motorcycle deaths, however, decreased in 2020. The chart below is an exerpt of the data 
included in the end-of-year report. 

The Safer Road to Tomorrow website features a helpful set of fact sheets and reports on transportation conditions 
and safety through its NH Mobility Dashboard. Developed by the national transportation research nonprofit TRIP, 
the NH Mobility Dashboard features facts on roadway condiditions, bridger conditions, transportation safety, 
freight mobility, and bridge conditions. Each report provides an evaluation on individual components of the state’s 
transportation system, including graphics, to help illustrate the reports’ findings.

Check out the Mobility Dasboard at http://saferoadsnh.com/facts. 

NH Mobility Dashboard Offers Info on Transportation Conditions & Safety

http://saferoadsnh.com/facts


To learn more about the coalition and its partners, visit saferoadsnh.com. 

Safer Roads Partners: 
Associated General Contractors 

of New Hampshire
AGC of NH is a non-profit trade organization of general contractors, 

subcontractors, & industry professionals dedicated to improving 
industry standards.

NH Good Roads Association
NHGR is a non-profit trade organization established to encourage 

the development of a safe, efficient & environmentally sound highway 
transportation system.

Safety & Health Council 
of Northern New England

The Council’s mission is to educate and promote safety & health 
policies that prevent & mitigate human economic losses arising from 

unintended causes.

NH Association of Chiefs of Police
The Association secures a close relationship among commanding 

officers all over the state to encourage a cooperative relationship 
among all police officials.

NH Lodging & Restaurant Association
The Association is a non-partisan organization to promote, protect, & 
educate the food service and lodging industries & to ensure positive 

business growth for members.

Business & Industry Association
The Association is NH’s leading business trade association. It 

advocates for business interests with state and federal legislators and 
regulators.

http://saferoadsnh.com

